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being eaten or that they are being cut up for their meat. You can
help. We have to stop this now. Learn more at
www.stopjapanesewhalehunting.org. This is not a new issue. Whaling
has been going on in Japan since the mid-1800’s and the Japanese
government began issuing permits for whales to be hunted in 1935.
The government has been issuing permits each year for years. Japan
continues to target all small and large whales with their harpoon
cannons, drive nets and hand-held harpoon guns. They do not only
hunt them for their meat but for their oil, which is a byproduct of the
oil made from whale meat. There are many reasons why Japan
continues to hunt whales. First, Japan is on the brink of economic
collapse, and the whales are a large and easy target. Next, as long
as Japan continues to allow commercial whaling, other countries will
follow. In 2006, the IWC recognized Japan’s “scientific whaling” as an
example of good conservation, which made Japan believe that it is
perfectly fine to hunt whales for “science.” The legal loopholes are
that Japan can kill whales for scientific purposes, but they are by-
products and do not cost them anything. It
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