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swine and other wildlife with regard to transmissible diseases: a preliminary survey. The annual risk

of human infection with human and animal-transmissible diseases is influenced by the extent of
contact between people and wildlife and the relative prevalence of these diseases in wildlife. Wildlife

density is likely a more relevant factor for spillover of infectious disease into humans than wildlife
species diversity. While swine have become the most widely accepted reservoir for diseases shared
with humans, another option is to consider a range of wildlife to be potential hosts for zoonoses, as
we observed in the present study. Our preliminary survey of feline, canine, and avian populations
from rural areas of the southeastern U.S., in addition to feral swine, was designed to test for the
presence of transmissible agents. Based on PCR primers for sequence-characterized repetitive
elements that amplify across a range of hosts, we found at least one sample with sequences

homologous to pathogens carried by humans and animals. A total of 92 samples were collected from
feral swine, eight from feral cats, 20 from dogs, four from mockingbirds, and four from turkey

vultures (Chaetura) within the mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. No transmissible disease agents were
found in a subsample of 38 turkey vulture samples, which included the four samples with virus

sequences. Three of the four sequences were similar to viruses carried by human blood donors in the
U.S., and one sequence matched a strain from a patient with hepatitis E in England. This preliminary
survey suggests that wildlife may be a source of pathogens carried by people, particularly in areas
where domestic swine are not a significant threat to human health. Future studies should focus on
determining the relative importance of wildlife as a reservoir for human infections.Women's Soccer

Anderson & Samaras Named To NORCAL Preseason All-Conference Team Nov 26, 2011 SANTA
CLARA, Calif. -- Head Coach Alan Knipe was pleased to 6d1f23a050
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